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Course Syllab

HIST 1301 United States History I

Instructor:

Reilly, Gretchen

Contact Information:

reillyg939@templejc.edu

254-298-8360

Catalogue Description

A survey of the social, political, economic,,cultural, and intellectual history of the United,States from
the pre-Columbian era to the Civil,War/Reconstruction period. United States History I,includes the
study of pre-Columbian, colonial,,revolutionary, early national, slavery and,sectionalism, and the Civil
War/Reconstruction,eras. Themes that may be addressed in United,States History I include: American
settlement and,diversity, American culture, religion, civil and,human rights, technological change,
economic,change, immigration and migration, and,creation of the federal government.

Term:

Fall 2022

Format of Term:

16 week

End of Course Outcomes:

What are the goals of this course?

 

The goals of this course are:

1. To expose students to a general summary of American history

2. To help students develop critical thinking and analytical skills

3. To introduce students to the field of History as a profession

4. To help students develop self-awareness and learning skills

 

Required Textbook



1/4/23, 11:02 AM Course Syllabus

https://preview.smartcatalogiq.com/sitecore/content/Catalogs/Temple-College/Syllabus-Management-System/Syllabus/2022-2023/HIST-1301-Fall-202… 2/6

MindEdge, n/a, n/a, MindEdge HIST 1301 access code, n/a, MindEdge, 9780997356861, http://

Evaluation System:

Students will be evaluated through three exams, a final exam, the final assessments at the end
of the MIndEdge modules, and a series of independent assignments.  The exams averaged
together are worth 50% of the final grade.  The independent assignments averaged together
are worth 20%.  The MindEdge assessments averaged together are worth 30%.

 

Course Schedule/Topics

GENERAL COURSE OUTLINE:

 

I. Early Native American peoples

MLO: 1, 2, 3

FCA: 1, 2, 3, 4

 

II. European exploration and colonization

MLO: 3

FCA: 1, 2, 3, 4

 

III. The Revolutionary Era:

MLO: 1, 2, 3

FCA: 1, 2, 3, 4

 

IV. The Early National period

MLO: 1, 2, 3

FCA: 1, 2, 3, 4

 

V. Westward expansion

MLO: 1, 2, 3

FCA: 1, 2, 3, 4

 

VI. The Age of Jackson

MLO: 1, 2, 3

FCA: 1, 2, 3, 4
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VII. Antebellum life and movements

MLO: 1, 2, 3

FCA: 1, 2, 3, 4

 

VIII. Early industrialization

MLO: 1, 2, 3

FCA: 1, 2, 3, 4

 

IX. Slavery and the Old South

MLO: 1, 2, 3

FCA: 1, 2, 3, 4

 

X. The Civil War

MLO: 1, 2, 3

FCA: 1, 2, 3, 4

 

XI. Reconstruction

MLO: 1, 2, 3

FCA: 1, 2, 3, 4

 

Marketable Skills

1. Ability to work in a small group

2. Ability to work under a deadline

3. Ability to critically analyze documents

4. Ability to create presentations 

Class Policies

Attendance/Participation:

 

Students are not graded based on attendance, however you will find it extremely difficult to do
well in this class if you are not present in class.  I reserve the right to drop students who are
not making meaningful progress in this course.

 

Due to concerns about campus security, the door to this classroom will be locked when class
begins.  Any student not in the room at that time will not be admitted.  Students should
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arrange their schedules so that they will not be late for class.  Students will also not be
readmitted to the room if they leave before the lecture is over.  Students who repeatedly
violate this policy, attempt to enter after the door is shut, or open the door to allow in late
students will, at the discretion of the instructor, be dropped from the course.

 

Late, but before the door locks: students should be in their seat by the time the class starts
(as indicated by the clock in the classroom).  Arriving late twice will count as a single absence,
and will count when it comes to dropping a student for not attending.  In addition, late
students are responsible for confirming at the end of that day’s class that they were marked as
present but late and not mistakenly marked absent.

 

The school has also adopted a policy on participation; it is not enough for students to attend
class. They must also actively participate in the course.  In line with this policy, students in
this course who repeatedly fail to hand in work, participate in class or complete graded work
will be dropped from the course.

 

Cell phones/Food & beverages:

 

Students may not have any cell phone or e-tablet out during class.  Students unable to resist
the urge to use their cell phone in class may leave it at the podium before class begins. 
Students caught using a cell phone in class will be warned once for violating this policy; if
they continue to violate this policy, they risk being dropped from the course.  No exceptions
will be made for this policy: the use of cell phones in class is not allowed.  Students may use a
laptop computer at the discretion of the instructor.

 

Students will also not be allowed to wear headphones, earbuds or bluetooth devices while in
class.  Students will be warned once for violating this policy; after that, they risk being
dropped from the course.

 

Food and beverages are not allowed in the classroom.  Students violating this policy will be
asked to throw out their food or beverages or leave the room.  The exception to this is water in
a container with a lid.

 

Exams:

 

In the week before an exam, there will be available a pre-exam using the same test bank as the
actual exam.  Students may take this pre-exam as many times as they’d like in preparation for
the actual exam.
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The exams will consist of multiple choice questions, matching and true/false questions .  The
exams are cumulative.  Exams will be held in class at one of the computer labs on campus.

 

If you miss the in-class exam, you will have to make arrangements to take the exam at TC’s
main campus testing center.

 

If you have been afforded special accommodations regarding exams, it is YOUR
RESPONSIBILITY to confirm with the instructor that the necessary arrangements have been
made before the exam is given.

 

MindEdge:

 

The textbook for this course is an e-book.  The specific modules must be accessed through
D2L.  At the end of each module, there is an assessment.  Students may take the assessment
as many times as they like.  The grades earned on the assessments will be averaged together
and are worth 30% of the final grade.  All the assessments must be completed before the final
exam period begins.

 

Small groups:

 

Students in the class will be divided into small groups.  Each group will work together both
inside and outside of the classroom to complete activities.  While these activities will not be
graded for individuals, each group will receive points for successfully completing activities. 
Sometimes “success” will be measured by completing the work; in other cases, there will be a
competition between groups for points.  The group with the highest score at the end of the
semester will receive 10 points added to their final exam scores.

 

Independent assignments:

 

The independent assignments MUST be handed in electronically, using the appropriate
dropbox in D2L by 11:59 pm on the night the assignment is due.  Late assignments will not be
accepted.

 

Only rtf, doc or docx files will be accepted.  All other formats (including Google docs, pdfs and
zip files) will receive a zero.  

 



1/4/23, 11:02 AM Course Syllabus

https://preview.smartcatalogiq.com/sitecore/content/Catalogs/Temple-College/Syllabus-Management-System/Syllabus/2022-2023/HIST-1301-Fall-202… 6/6

Grading of assignments:

 

Assignments will be graded not only on correctness, but also where applicable, for grammar
and spelling.  Students are strongly encouraged to carefully check their work before handing
it in.

 

Assignments must be done solely by each student.  Any evidence of plagiarism, of sharing
answers, will be dealt with harshly.  In cases where answers were shared or of outright
plagiarism, all students involved will receive a 0 for the entire written assignment portion of
their grade.  Students caught cheating on the exams will receive an F for the exam portion of
their grade.

 

Extra credit/re-dos:

 

There are no individual extra credit assignments to compensate for poor grades or missed
assignments in this course.  Please do not ask: I will not “create” a special assignment for
individual students, regardless of circumstances.

 

There are no “re-dos” in this course.  Students are expected to always do their best work.

 


